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Nurturing sustainability: 

EU initiatives supporting the green sector 

amidst transition 

Blanca Casares Guillén 

15 October 2024 

ENASP Conference 

Climate and agriculture: Social Protection in the process of Change 

L’Association Européenne pour l’Innovation sur le Développement Local 



 
 

 

 

 

     
 

   
  

     
     

    
 

 

 

 

  
  

 

 

 

L’
A

ss
o

c
ia

ti
o

n
 E

u
ro

p
é

e
n

n
e

 p
o

u
r 

l’
In

n
o

v
a

ti
o

n
 s

u
r 
le

 D
é

v
e

lo
p

p
e

m
e

n
t 
Lo

c
a

l Pathway to change 

Key drivers 

► The power of local community-led action 
and innovation 

► Community and citizen empowerment 
and participation in local development 

► Green and digital investing in sustainable 
practices, circular economy, and digital 
infrastructure. Employment, 

Entrepreneurship ► Local evidence and experiences to guide 
and Inclusion policy developments 

► Alliances, partnerships and networking 

Rural and 

Territorial 
Development 

Green Growth, 
Environment and 

Climate Action 
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l AEIDL’s Vision for Change 
AEIDL envisions a sustainable, inclusive, and cohesive Europe, driven by policies and practices inspired by local and citizen 
initiatives. 

We reaffirm the importance of existing frameworks: 

 The Long-Term Vision for Rural Areas 2040 

 The European Rural Pact as the framework for multilevel and multiactor collaboration to achieve a common 
European vision for the year 2040 

 The European Green Deal: An interconnected, innovative, and systemic goal with an urban-rural angle 

 Upcoming Vision for Agriculture and Food 

AEIDL welcomes the work carried over the last mandate on Better Regulation, Territorial Impact Assessment and Rural 
Proofing and therefore urges the generalisation of participatory rural proofing processes in the new EU term. 

We commit to promoting the green and digital transition through Cohesion Policy, CAP and the other place-based EU 
policies. Investments in sustainable practices, circular economy, and digital infrastructure will drive Europe’s future. 
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Transition 
Mechanism 
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l National opportunities to support the green transition 

► Amendment of strategic plans - since the CAP simplification regulation can be 
two per year 

► MA meetings for redesign of CAP interventions 

► National/regional strategies for 

► Just transition 
► Smart rural 
► Biodiversity 
► bioeconomy 
► other 

► National social-climate plans (2025) 

► Post-2027 National Plans for EU Funds 
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l AEIDL’s work in different Horizon projects 

Behavioural Change Towards 
Climate-Smart Agriculture – focuses 
on behavioural analysis to develop 
transformational pathways to foster 
the transition to fair, healthy and 
environmentally friendly food 
systems and the adoption of Climate-
Smart Agriculture(CSA) and smart 
farming technologies in 5 Use Cases. 

SMART community-ledtransition 
for Europe's Rural Areas – aims at 
reducing vulnerabilities and 
fostering resilience introducing 
Smart Innovation Packages (SIPs) as 
a framework addressing rural 
challenges with interconnected 
technological and non-technological 
solutions. 
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l AEIDL’s work in different Horizon 

projects 

Maximisingthe CO-benefits of 
agricultural Digitalisation through 
conducive digital ECoSystems – 
aims to improve the motivation and 
the capacityof European farmers to 
understand and adopt digitalisation 
as an enabler of sustainableand 
transformativechange. It 
established a network of 21 Living 
Labs, comprised of farmers, 
knowledge intermediaries, 
stakeholders, and policymakers. 

Strengthening Farm Health and Safety Knowledge and 
Innovation System – aims to strengthen Farm Health and Safety 
Knowledge Innovation Systems (FHS KIS) and support the EU 
transition to social sustainability in farming. Through novel 
methods and a collaborative approach, the project aims to 
advance safer practices on farms across the EU. 



 
 

 

   
      

Climate Smart Agriculture (CSA) 
BEATLES Horizon Europe: Behavioural Change Towards Climate-Smart Agriculture 
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Climate-smart agriculture has strong 
potential to contribute to the 
achievement of the 17 Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs). 

It is important to identify potential 
synergies and trade-offs between the 3 
pillars. 
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• No-tillage system 
Lithuania Wheat 

• Precision farming 
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Use Case Value 
Chain 

Selected CSA 
practices for policy 

analysis 

Germany dairy 
• Conversion animal feed 

from forage 
BISS (LT, DE, ES, DK; NL) 

Denmark Pig sector 

• Slurry handling (frequent 
discharge and 
acidification) 

• Technologies for 
ventilation 

• Cover crops Organic Spain apple • Organic production 

• Biodiversity farm 
The Onions and management 
Netherlands potatoes 

• Sustainable irrigation 

• Organic production 
(according to Naturland 

Organic standards) 

Direct payments 

Eco-schemes: 

• Diverse plant production (DK) 
• Cultivation of diverse crops with at least 
five main crop species in arable farming, 
including leguminous crops with a 
minimum share of 10 percent (DE) 

• Extensification of the total permanent 
grassland of the holdings (DE) 

• Arable land – Non simultaneous 
conservation farming technologies (LT) 

• Carbon agriculture: green cover and 
inert cover on woody crops on flat land 
(ES), medium slope land (ES) and steep 
sloping land (ES) 

• Climate and living environment (NL) 

Sectoral Fruit and Vegetables (ES, NL) 

Rural Development 

Envclim: 
• Organic farming (DE, ES) 
• Management commitments to: Climate change 
mitigation (DE); Animal welfare (DE); Integrated 
production (ES); Sustainable crop commitments 
(ES); Maintenance or improvement of habitats 
and traditional farming activities that preserve 
biodiversity (ES); Soil improvement and erosion 
control practices (ES); 

• Agricultural Nature and Landscape Management 
(NL) 

Invest: 
• Environmental and climate-friendly technology 
(DK); 

• Development of small to medium-sized farms 
(LT); 

• Productive investment for farm modernisation 
(NL); 

• Investments in agricultural holdings (LT, ES); 
• Non- productive investments on agricultural 
holdings (NL) and in non-agricultural holdings 
(NL) 
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CAP Simplification in The Netherlands Use Case 
Eco-scheme for climate and living environment 

Conditionality Simplification’ considerations 
GAEC04 Establishment 
of buffer strips along 
water courses 

GAEC08 Non-
productive features 

GAEC09 Ban on 
converting or ploughing 
permanent grassland 
designated as 
environmentally-
sensitive permanent 
grasslands in Natura 
2000 sites 

SMR04 Habitats 
Directive 

SMR05 Requirements of 
food law 

SMR11 protection of 
animals kept for farming 
purposes 

The administration needs to: 

Revise the standards of minimum share as well as the explanation for ditches, fields 
margins, patches, hedgerows, small ponds, etc. 

Reformulate the territorial scope of GAEC 8, which is currently All farmers with 
arable land. 

New requirements needs to be considered for the design of interventions and 
planning CAP green architecture such as: 

• Retention of landscape features 
• Ban on cutting hedges and trees during the bird breeding and rearing season 
• As an option, measures for avoiding invasive plant species 

Strategic planning in particular with intervention RD ENVCLIM Agricultural Nature 
and Landscape Management 

Consider the changes that simplification may bring about when measuring R34 and 
R31. In addition, N01, N02, N03, N04 and N05 are linked in the eco-scheme with 
non-productive agricultural land and it can be revisit. 

Beneficiaries can (1) have more flexibility in how they fulfil this conditionality based 
on their own holding conditions, (2) receive incentive for at least part of the costs 
incurred and income foregone linked to such non-productive areas and features, (3) 
update the farm management plan. 

Value 
Chain 

Selected CSA practices 
for policy analysis 
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• Biodiversity farmOnions 
management and 

potatoes • Sustainable irrigation 

Direct 
payments Rural Development 

Eco-
schemes: 

Envclim: 
• Climate • Agricultural Nature and 
and living Landscape Management 
environme 
nt Invest: 

• Productive investment for Sectoral 
farm modernisation Fruit and • Non- productive investments 

Vegetables on agricultural holdings and 
in non-agricultural holdings 

BISS 



CAP Simplification in The Netherlands Use Case 
Eco-scheme for climate and living environment 

Conditionality Simplification’ considerations 
GAEC04 Establishment of 
buffer strips along water 
courses 

GAEC08 Non-productive 
features 

GAEC09 Ban on 
converting or ploughing 
permanent grassland 
designated as 
environmentally-sensitive 
permanent grasslands in 
Natura 2000 sites 

SMR04 Habitats Directive 

SMR05 Requirements of 
food law 

SMR11 protection of animals 
kept for farming purposes 

The administration needs to: 

Member State may establish specific exemptions from the requirements of this 
standard. New requirements needs to be considered for the design of 
interventions and planning CAP green architecture such as: 

• exceptions to the ban on ploughing of the areas concerned in order to 
restore such permanent grassland ( in Natura 2000 sites in case it is 
damaged due to predators or invasive species ) 

Strategic planning in particular with intervention RD ENVCLIM Agricultural 
Nature and Landscape Management 

Consider the changes that simplification may bring about when measuring R31, 
R33 and R34. 

Beneficiaries can (1) have more flexibility in how they fulfil the environmentally 
sensitive permanent grassland conditionality based on their own holding 
conditions, (2) update the farm management plan. 

Value 
Chain 

Selected CSA practices 
for policy analysis 
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• Biodiversity farmOnions 
management and 

potatoes • Sustainable irrigation 

Direct 
payments Rural Development 

Eco-
schemes: 

Envclim: 
• Climate • Agricultural Nature and 
and living Landscape Management 
environme 
nt Invest: 

• Productive investment for Sectoral 
farm modernisation Fruit and • Non- productive investments 

Vegetables on agricultural holdings and 
in non-agricultural holdings 

BISS 



CAP Simplification in the Spanish Use Case 
Eco-schemes for carbon agriculture 

Conditionality Simplification’ considerations 
GAEC6 Minimum 
soil cover to 
avoid bare soil 
in periods that 
are most 
sensitive 

The administration needs to: 

Revisit the definition of sensitive periods, and the practices allowed to 
fulfil this requirement, in light of their national and regional conditions 
and weather conditions. Although it was already included in the GAEC 
6: with the Autonomous Communities being able to adapt this period 
according to the specific local conditions. 

Consider the changes that simplification may bring about when 
measuring R14 and R34. Additionally, the calculation and projections 
should consider years with climatic anomalies that may impact 
compliance with cross-compliance requirements. 

It will benefit from a reduction in the costs associated with on-farm 
inspections. 

Beneficiaries can (1) have more flexibility in how they fulfil this 
conditionality based on their own holding and weather conditions, (2) 
could revisit the farm management plan. 

Value Chain Selected CSA practices for policy 
analysis 
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• Cover crops 
Organic apple 

• Organic production 

Direct payments Rural Development 
Eco-schemes: 

• Carbon agriculture: 
green cover and inert 
cover on woody 
crops on flat land, 
medium slope land 
and steep sloping 
land 

Envclim: 
• Organic farming 
• Management commitments to: 

Integrated production; Sustainable 
crop commitments; Maintenance or 
improvement of habitats and traditional 
farming activities that preserve 
biodiversity; Soil improvement and 
erosion control practices 

Invest: 
• Investments in agricultural holdings 
• Aid for investments in the 

modernisation and/or improvement of 
agricultural holdings 

Sectoral Fruit and 
Vegetables 

BISS 



CAP Simplification in the German Use Case 

Value Chain Selected CSA practices for 
policy analysis 
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Importantdue to the value chain: Given the existing practices under 
organic farming system, no further requirement should be imposed on 
organic farmers as regards crop rotation. • Organic production (according 

to Naturland standards) 
Organic dairy 

• Conversion animal feed from 
forage 

Direct payments Rural 
Development 

Eco-scheme: 

• for cultivation of diverse crops with 
at least five main crop species in 
arable farming, including 
leguminous crops with a minimum 
share of 10 percent 

Envclim: 

• Organic farming 
• Management 

commitments to 
improve climate 
change mitigation 

• Management 
commitments to 
improve animal 
welfare 

Eco-scheme: 

• for extensification of the total 
permanent grassland of the holdings 

BISS 

Eco-schemes for carbon agriculture 

Conditionality Simplification’ considerations 
GAEC07 Crop 
rotation in arable 
land 

The administration needs to: 

Revisit the CAP Strategic Plan. Crop rotation in arable land, except for 
crops growing under water. Member States may in addition decide to 
allow farmers and other beneficiaries to fulfil this standard with crop 
diversification. 

Consider the changes that simplification may bring about when 
measuring R.19 Improving and protecting soils: Share of utilised 
agricultural area (UAA) under supported commitments beneficial for soil 
management to improve soil quality and biota (such as reducing tillage, 
soil cover with crops, crop rotation included with leguminous crops) 

Beneficiaries (1) will be able to fulfill this requirement by choosing to 
either rotate or diversify their crops, depending on the conditions they 
are facing and if their country decides to include the option of crop 
diversification in their CAP Strategic Plan (2) could revisit the farm 
management plan and livestock management. 
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AEIDL’s work in EU contracts 

Shared goals for 
2040 

Rural action plan (EC) 
& 

Rural Pact (everyone) 



 
 

 

 AEIDL’s work in EU contracts 
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l Main events about the green transition so far 

► Rural areas in the energy transition (24 October 
2023) 

 All presentations, videos, highlight report and main points from working 
groups available at the Good Practice Webinar: Rural areas in the energy 
transition | Rural Pact Community Platform (europa.eu) 

► Rural communities tackling climate change (30 
November) 

 All presentations, videos, upcoming highlight report 
and main points from working groups available at the 
Good Practice Webinar: 'Rural communities tackling climate change' 
| Rural Pact Community Platform (europa.eu) 

Good Practice Webinars 

► Territorial development for the green transition: 
Harnessing the potential of rural communities (19 
September 2024): reflected on key challenges 
and opportunities for rural communities to benefit 
from the green transition 

 All presentations,videos, upcoming highlight report 
and main points from working groups available at the 
Territorial development for the green transition: Harnessing the potential 
of rural communities | Rural Pact Community Platform (europa.eu) 

Policy Labs 

https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/events/rural-areas-energy-transition_en
https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/events/good-practice-webinar-rural-communities-tackling-climate-change_en
https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/events/territorial-development-green-transition-unleashing-potential-rural-communities_en


 
 

 

       

            

           
 

   

      

 

      

             

           

               
      

          

L’
A

ss
o

c
ia

ti
o

n
 E

u
ro

p
é

e
n

n
e

 p
o

u
r 

l’
In

n
o

v
a

ti
o

n
 s

u
r 
le

 D
é

v
e

lo
p

p
e

m
e

n
t 
Lo

c
a

l Policy needs to enable the green sector amidst transition 

 Long-term perspective for green sector management and business planning and alignment with EU environmental targets 

 Capacity building in sustainable environmental practices needs to be boosted from the managing authority, advisors and 
beneficiaries 

 Improve the provision of infrastructure and services 

 Reduce precarious employment (no social security; combination off-farm; on-farm) 

 Promote generational renewal 

 New governance systems and participation in decision making 

 Train and encourage policy makers to support the behavioural approach and results-approach in the design of public 
policy support 

 Enhance public-private agreements by faciliting access to credit and reducing taxation and target certain advisory services. 

 Align digitalisation objectives with EU sustainability goals into a food systems approach with a focus on Long Term 
Transitions, including continued efforts to expand farm-centred policy solutions, smaller-scale, diversified, environmentally 
friendly agriculture, addressing outstanding perverse incentives still slowing down the adoption of more sustainable practices . 
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Thank you! 

Blanca Casares Guillén (bca@aeidl.eu) 

www.aeidl.eu 

@AEIDL.asbl 

@AEIDL 

/aeidl-european-association-for-information-on-local-development/ 

L’Association Européenne pour l’Information sur le Développement Local 

www.aeidl.eu
mailto:bca@aeidl.eu
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The European Local Innovation Forum (ELIF) 
Brief overview: 

Launched in November 2022, it provides a space 
for experts & organisations operating at the local 
level in both urban and rural settings, to facilitate 
the exchange of ideas, learn from experiences and 
draw lessons to boost innovation in local 
communities across Europe. 

Join ELIF: https://mailchi.mp/aeidl/join-elif 
Any questions? Please contact elif@aeidl.eu 

https://mailchi.mp/aeidl/join-elif
mailto:elif@aeidl.eu


 
 

 

  
        

 

    

  

   

   

  

   

       

     

The Rural Pact Community Platform 
A growing online rural community with a focus on rural revitalisation 

L’
A

ss
o

c
ia

ti
o

n
 E

u
ro

p
é

e
n

n
e

 p
o

u
r 

l’
In

n
o

v
a

ti
o

n
 s

u
r 
le

 D
é

v
e

lo
p

p
e

m
e

n
t 
Lo

c
a

l 

What is in it for you? 

Become a member of the Rural Pact and platform 

Connect with peers 

Join the Community Groups 

Get inspired from good practices 

Receive invitations to participate in events 

Be informed from publications, news & events 

Commit to act for rural areas 

Receive the monthly newsletter 

https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/good-practice_en
https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/groups_en
https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/events/all_en
https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/latest-newsletters_en
https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/publications_en
https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/news/search_en
https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/events/all_en
https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/commitments_en
https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/become-member_en
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